1" ‘Caring People’ Keep Family Together

By Mae Rhine

A month ago Debbie Ro-
sario was ready to find foster
homes for her three voung chil-
dren. ]

She is homeless after sepa-
rating — again — from her hus-
band, who she says is an alco-
nolic. During the past two
vears, she has left him several
times with her children, “but I
was never able to get away,”
she says. “He aiways knows
where I am and brings me
home."”

She ieft again a few months
ago, but had no place to-go. In
Middlesex County, where she
was living, she was offered a
place to sleep at a shelter. But
she had to make other-arrange-
ments for daytime hours. It ‘#:s

then she decided to stay Wit

friends in High Bridge. -

That was working out fine;
Ms. Rosario, who is 29, had a
job working 3 to 11 p.m. at a
deli only a quarter of a mile
away. Then one night her chil-
dren came running into the
deli. The man at the house
where Ms. Rosario and her
children had been staying in
High Bridge had attacked her
8-vear-old daughter, Jessica.

‘He picked her up by the
neck and slammed her on the
floor,” says Ms. Rosario. The
man came to the deli a few
minutes later, and found police
waiting for him.

‘“He told me if [ signed a
complaint, don’t bother coming
back.”

Ms. Rosario says she felt bit-
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HOMELESS Debbie Rosario and son Adam have a warm place to
stay this holiday thanks to a group of Hunterdon churches.
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prkmlhg “.E!e was wrong and | suffered

m nowhere else to turn. Her family is

scattered in New York, Tennessee and Puerto
she So she called welfare officials in
m‘:ﬁ her the phone number of the

Interfaith talit in Hunterdon.
The Network was formed by nine c_n;:életry

considered “just giving up my

| was, disturbed, ready




