Family Promise of Hunterdon County

Building communities, strengthening lives.

2014 Community Report
Family Promise of Hunterdon County began as a volunteer-driven homeless shelter over 20 years
ago. Since that time, we have expanded our programs to include homeless prevention and programs to
meet the unique needs of low-income residents of Hunterdon County for whom housing affordability is an
ongoing issue. Our programs are focused solely on housing and homelessness issues because we
collaborate with other county agencies to access other related services and avoid duplication of
efforts. We benefit from donated space, meals, and volunteer time which allows us to operate with
minimal overhead and maximum impact. With a combination of increased housing costs, low wages,
reduced hours, and a dearth of low-income housing in our county, the need for our agency is critical.
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Find out how you can be a part of this critically important work by visiting
www.familypromisehc.org

Family Promise of Hunterdon County
fosters life changing relationships between
special guests, dedicated volunteers, and
generous donors.
Meet Hope, Olivia, Kay, and Unity Bank!

The power of confidence, the support of new friends…
… the story of Hope Johnson
and her curly haired daughter, Olivia

“I have a good personality and a
lot of confidence,” she says. “I
wasn’t afraid to tell anyone who
I was or what I wanted for my
family and that I was willing to
do the work. The only option
you have sometimes is to make a
change, and I did it.”

Hope Johnson is full of self-confidence and drive.
She began working two jobs, determined to
ensure that her daughter Olivia didn’t grow up
homeless, living on food stamps. Once she got a
job at Verizon as a technician, it didn’t take her
long to advance to customer service and
eventually to a sales position.
That self confidence – and her bright personality –
helped her during her time in the Family Promise
shelter program.

Hope views her time in the
Family Promise shelter simply
as “a situation.” A difficult
situation, but one made so much
easier
by
the
incredible
volunteers that she and Olivia met there. She
remains forever grateful for their kindness and
for seeing her potential.
“The volunteers stayed by me, helping me,
supporting me and listening to me. These people
treat you like you're a family, like you're an
equal,” she says with a smile. “They make you feel
good about yourself and they make it feel like
home. These are lifetime relationships.”

Family Promise of Hunterdon County provided housing for 16 families in 2013.

Compassion and commitment,
personified … Meet Kay Beagle

Kay Beagle, a 24-year Family Promise volunteer and
coordinator for Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Oldwick has helped hundreds of clients, but it all started
with just one.
Kay got involved when the program was brand new. “I
asked, what am I doing? But I never asked why am I
doing it?” she says. “I believe it's important because it’s
what the bible tells us to do.” One of Kay’s rewards is
knowing what's happening with different clients when
they leave the shelter. And then there are children she'll
never forget.
When introducing new volunteers to Family Promise,
Kay stresses, “You have to accept people the way they
are, and it's up to you to set a good example of how
people should be treated.” She encourages volunteers to
consider how they would treat a guest in their own
home and treat Family Promise families similarly.
And she is quick to remind us of how easy it is.

Unity Bank has been a longstanding
supporter of Family Promise of Hunterdon
County. The Unity Bank Car Show provides
funding for our agency and is growing each
year thanks to the hard work of the Unity Bank
staff and leadership. They provide a generous
sponsorship of Box City and for the 2013 event
Unity Bank President, James Hughes,

put his commitment into action by spending
the night sleeping outside in a box as a
participant in Box City. Our clients have the
opportunity to open custodial accounts at
Unity Bank to begin their savings and work
towards changing their lives. We can always
count on Unity Bank and for that we are
grateful!

Dollars & Sense
2013 Income: $542,026

A Look Back at our 2013 Highlights

16 Families

92 Percent

… were housed.

… of housed families moved on to
permanent housing.

163 People

$22,588

… participated in Box City, up from … raised through Box City, up from
120 in 2012
$17,598 in 2012
2014 Projected Income: $431,130

52 Families

$544,057

… were adopted through the
holiday, “Adopt a Family”
program , and all received
generous gifts.

...in-kind donations of food, shelter
nights, volunteer time, supplies,
real estate, and transportation
from donors & volunteers in 2013

175 Guests

$27,000

… attended “A Taste of
Hunterdon”, up from150 in 2012

… raised through “A Taste of
Hunterdon”, up from
$22,500 in 2012.

2013 Expenses: $487,630

 Launched Sustainable Housing Program for Clients replace

government-funded Homelessness Prevention/Rapid ReHousing Program.
 Increased funding from private foundations.

Looking Ahead to 2014 and Beyond
 Sustainable Housing program to help certain clients who can
2014 Budgeted Expenses: $393,617

work and/or go to school.
 Homeless prevention through rental arrears.
 Technology grant: new hardware, better security, computers

for clients.

 Community education programs
 Strengthening relationships with local government officials.
 Work on tackling housing affordability in Hunterdon County.
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